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Howrah Offences.

[1857: Act XXI,

Brothels.

Penalty for
owning or
keeping, or
having
harge of
a gaming*
house, etc-

any person found, between sunset and sunrise, having his face
covered or otherwise disguised, with intent to commit any such
offence as aforesaid;

any person found, between sunset and sunrise, in any dwelling-
house or other building whatsoever, without being able satisfactorily
to account for his presence therein;

and any person having in his possession, without lawful excuse
{the proof of which excuse shall be on such person), any implement
of house-breaking,

shall be liable to imprisonment, with or without hard labour,
for a term not exceeding three months;

and any such person may be taken into custody by any police-
officer without a warrant.

4 to 6. [Penalty for carrying arms without authority; order for
maintenance of wives or children; penalty for harbouring deserters
jrom merchant-vessels*] Rep. by the Bengal Municipal Act, 1S84
(Ben. Act III of 1884).

7.  On the complaint of three or more householders that a house
in their immediate neighbourhood is used as a common brothel or
lodging-house for prostitutes or disorderly persons of any description,
to the annoyance of the respectable inhabitants of the vicinity, the
Magistrate may summon the owner or tenant of the house to answer
the complaint;

and on being satisfied that the house is so used, and is therefore
a source of annoyance and offence to the neighbours, may order the
owner or tenant to discontinue such use of it;

and, if he shall fail to comply with such order within five days,
may impose upon him a fine to the extent of twenty-five rupees for
every day thereafter that the house shall be so used,

8,  9* [Licenses for retail sale of spirituous or fermented liquors.]
Rep. by the Bengal Municipal Act, 1884 (Ben. Act III of 1884).

10. Whoever, being the owner or occupier, or having the use of
any house, room, or place, keeps or uses the same as a common gaming-
house ;

and whoever, being the owner or occupier of any house or room,
knowingly and wilfully permits the same to be kept or used by any
other person as a common gaming-house ;

and whoever has the care or management of, or in any manner
assists in conducting, the business of any house, room or place so
kept or used;

and whoever advances or furnishes money for the purpose of
gaming with persons frequenting such house, room or place,

shall be liable to a fine not exceeding two hundred rupees, or to
imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for any term not exceed-
ing three months.